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Champions of  Care
Hospitals are champions when it comes to delivering medical care to those who 
are ill and injured. But there is more to being a champion. Being an advocate for 
health care in the broadest sense is often overlooked, but no less an essential 
component of a health care champion.

This publications highlights the “Champions of Care” who work behind the 
scenes at the Nebraska Hospital Association: the NHA Board of Directors, NHA 
staff and the members of the many committees that the NHA relies upon to 
implement the programs and initiatives based on the issues that are important 
to Nebraska’s hospitals.

ABOUT THE NHA
The Nebraska Hospital Association (NHA) is a statewide health care trade 
association representing Nebraska’s hospitals and health systems. The NHA 
was organized in 1927 as a result of an informal meeting called by Miss Homer 
Harris, superintendent of Clarkson, to discuss pending legislation which affected 
hospitals in the state of Nebraska. At that meeting, the NHA founded and 
appointed its first board of directors. Rev. Emil G. Chinlund of Immanuel was 
named president; Miss Blanche Fuller of Methodist was named vice president; 
Miss Ida Isaacson of Evangelical Covenant was named secretary; and Miss 
Homer Harris was named treasurer.

Since that time, the NHA has been representing and supporting the needs of 
Nebraska’s rural and urban hospitals and health systems. The NHA supports 
and encourages its members in developing various health care delivery systems 
geared toward improving the health and well-being of each community. 

The NHA is governed by a 17-member board of directors that works closely with 
its membership to provide them with state and federal legislative advocacy, 
health care trend and regulatory information, educational programming, 
communication, data reports and special services. Members rely on the NHA 
for information, education, advice and collaborative leadership to advance 
Nebraska hospitals’ ability to provide exceptional health care.

Hospitals are the stewards of good health. Through our partnerships with 
representatives in the health care industry, legislators, government and citizens, 
the NHA is able to assist in the development of strong, healthy communities. 
The NHA has been the guiding force of its members since 1927. The NHA 
serves as the influential voice of its members in the health care legislative and 
public policy arenas, promoting delivery of quality health care and influencing 
public opinion of hospitals and health networks. Members depend on the NHA 
for information, advice, education and changes in health care regulations, 
legislation, trends and other issues.
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MISSION
The Nebraska Hospital Association is the influential and unified voice for the 
Nebraska’s hospitals and health systems, providing leadership and resources 
to enhance the delivery of quality patient care and services to Nebraska 
communities.

VISION
By 2020, the Nebraska Hospital Association will have established partnerships 
with leaders and be the influential resource for improving Nebraska’s health 
care infrastructure and policies.

VALUES
The Nebraska Hospital Association is committed to expertly serving members 
with integrity, transparency, accountability and financial stewardship.

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK
The mission of the NHA is supported by a strategic framework comprised of 
four pillars: advocacy and policy, financial stewardship, strategic partnerships, 
and quality and safety. To expertly serve NHA members, each pillar is founded 
in the values of integrity, transparency and accountability. Collectively, this 
structure, built on a value-based foundation and prominently reinforced by the 
four pillars, support the NHA’s mission of being the trusted leader to improve 
the health, well-being and quality of life of all Nebraskans.
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OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

Chairman          Immediate Past Chairman           Vice Chairman

Secretary		 	 						Treasurer																																									Ex-Officio

Victor Lee, FACHE
President & CEO
Boone County Health Center, 
Albion
vlee@boonecohealth.org

Kimberly Russel, FACHE
President & CEO
Bryan Health, Lincoln
kim.russel@bryanhealth.org

Leslie Marsh
Chief Executive Officer
Lexington Regional Health 
Center, Lexington
lmarsh@lexrhc.org

Rosanna Morris
CNO & Interim CEO
Nebraska Medicine - NMC, Omaha
rmorris@nebraskamed.com

James Ulrich, FHFMA
Chief Executive Officer
Community Hospital, McCook 
julrich@chmccook.org

Laura J. Redoutey, FACHE
President
Nebraska Hospital  
Association, Lincoln
lredoutey@nebraskahospitals.org

Marty Fattig, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Nemaha County Hospital, 
Auburn
mfattig@nchnet.org

Michael Hansen, FACHE
President & CEO
Columbus Community  
Hospital, Columbus
mthansen@columbushosp.org

Michael Schnieders, FACHE
President 
CHI Health Good Samaritan, Kearney
mschnieders@catholichealth.net

Jason Petik, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Sidney Regional Medical 
Center, Sidney
jpetik@sidneyrmc.com

NHA Board of  directors
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AHA RPB 6 DELEGATES

DISTRICT CHAIRS

District II
Shannon Sorensen, DPT
Chief Executive Officer
Brown County Hospital,
Ainsworth
ceo@browncountyhospital.org

District III
Sharon Lind, MSN, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Ogallala Community Hospital, 
Ogallala
sharon.lind@bannerhealth.com

District V
Diane Newman, MHA, FACHE
Administrator
Johnson County Hospital, Tecumseh
dnewman@jchosp.com

Delegate 
Harold Krueger, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer
Chadron Community Hospital 
& Health Services, Chadron
ceo@chadronhospital.com

Alternate Delegate 
Ronald Cork
President & CEO
Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital,
O’Neill
ron.cork@avera.org

District I
Kathy English
Executive VP & COO
Children’s Hospital & Medical 
Center, Omaha
kenglish@childrensomaha.org

Laura J. Redoutey, FACHE
President
Nebraska Hospital  
Association, Lincoln
lredoutey@nebraskahospitals.org

District IV
William Sugg 
President & CEO
Valley County Health System, Ord
wsugg@valleycountyhealthsystem.org
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EDUCATION ADVISORY GROUP
The purpose of the Education Advisory Group is to:
•  Assist NHA staff members in efforts to provide relevant and high-quality 

educational offerings for NHA member hospitals.

•  Discuss what are the areas of greatest need for education of hospital staff and 
suggest methods the Association can use to assist hospitals in meeting those 
needs over the next 12-18 months.  

Education	Advisory	Group	Members

Gabe Bodeman, CNO 
Memorial Health Care Systems, Seward

Robert Copple, FACHE, PE, President/CEO 
Memorial Community Hospital & Health System, Blair (NHA Foundation Board)

Kristi Ellstrom, Promotions Specialist 
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance

Dee Ernesti, RN, MSN, CENP, Instructor 
UNMC College of Nursing, Omaha (NONL President)

Justin Gripp, PharmD, RP, Pharmacy Informatics Specialist 
Bryan Health, Lincoln

Melissa Kelly, CEO/CFO 
Pender Community Hospital, Pender (NHA Foundation Board)

Andrew Kloeckner, JD, Attorney 
Baird Holm, Omaha (Incoming HFMA Program Chair)

Mike Losee, Director of Healthcare Marketing 
Firespring, Lincoln (Nebraska Healthcare Marketers Chair)

Tom Macy, CEO 
Nebraska Medicine, Omaha (ACHE Regent)

Rebekah Mussman, CFO 
Kearney County Health Services, Minden (HFMA Program Chair)

Lisa Parks, Executive Director of Nursing 
Faith Regional Health Services, Norfolk

Susan Shupp, Chief Human Resources Officer 
Nemaha County Hospital, Auburn

Tami Sorensen, Finance Controller 
Sidney Regional Medical Center, Sidney

Peggy Strawhecker, Sr. Director - Strategic Talent Management 
CHI Health, Omaha
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Pam Uhlir, Director of Operations/Patient Care Services 
CHI Health Good Samaritan, Kearney (NONL President-Elect)

Jennifer Volland, Vice President, Program Development 
National Research Corporation, Lincoln (Incoming ACHE Regent)

Manuela Wolf, RN, BSN, CEO  
Harlan County Health System, Alma (NHA Foundation Board)

Jan Wright, HR/Staff Development & Training 
Great Plains Health, North Platte

QUALITY COMMITTEE
The purpose of the Quality Committee is to provide direction to the NHA 
and Nebraska’s hospitals by identifying/prioritizing initiatives for the state, 
supporting the active participation of all Nebraska hospitals in the initiatives, 
identifying stakeholders with whom to partner to reduce redundancy and 
strengthen initiatives, and supporting the dissemination of reliable, accurate 
information for use in quality improvement, public reporting and advocacy 
efforts. During 2015, the Quality Committee is focusing on reducing catheter-
associated urinary tract infections (CAUTI) and early elective deliveries (EED.)

Quality	Committee	Members
Kim Moore, FACHE, CHAIR
President
CHI Health St. Elizabeth, Lincoln
kmoore@stez.org

Eric Barber, ACHE
President & Chief Executive Officer
Mary Lanning Healthcare, Hastings
ebarber@marylanning.org

Mike Burcham, Sr., ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Thayer County Health Services, Hebron
mburcham@tchsne.org

Chris Daley, Director of Quality
CHI Health Immanuel, Omaha
christine.daley@alegent.org

Marty Fattig, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Nemaha County Hospital, Auburn
mfattig@nchnet.org
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Quality	Committee	Members	(cont.)
Devin Fox, M.D., FACP
CHI Health, Omaha
devinfox@creighton.edu

Dan Griess, FACHE, Chief Executive Officer
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance
dgriess@bbgh.org

Mike Hansen, FACHE
President & Chief Executive Officer
Columbus Community Hospital, Columbus
mthansen@columbushosp.org

Bev Johnson, RN, MS
Service Executive Performance Improvement
Nebraska Methodist and Methodist Women’s Hospitals, Omaha
bev.johnson@nmhs.org

Rita Jones, Administrator
Dundy County Hospital, Benkleman
dchceo@bwtelcom.net
 
Kathi Kelly, RN, BSN, CPHQ
Director of Quality Programs
Memorial Health Care Systems, Seward
kathi.kelly@mhcs.us

Peg Kennedy, RN, MSA, NE-BC, FACHE
Vice President & Chief Nursing Executive
Fremont Health, Fremont
pkennedy@famc.org

Tom Lee, FACHE, Chief Executive Officer
Providence Medical Center, Wayne
tlee@providencemedical.com

Leslie Marsh, ACHE, Chief Executive Officer
Lexington Regional Health Center, Lexington
lmarsh@lexrhc.org

John Woodrich, ACHE
President & Chief Operating Officer
Bryan Medical Center, Lincoln
john.woodrich@bryanhealth.org 
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POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
The NHA’s policy development process has the advantage of engaging the 
expertise and experience of several groups. They are the NHA board of 
directors, the Policy Development Committee (PDC), Priority Issue Teams (PIT), 
Policy Team and Advocacy Team. Each group plays an integral part in ensuring 
that the NHA participates in development and support of efficient and effective 
policy.

The PDC is an invaluable group of key hospital leaders who work year-round 
as coordinators, promoters and advocates of legislative health issues. The 
PDC reviews each PIT recommendation and, after deliberation, formulates 
recommendations for the NHA board of directors.

Once the legislative session begins, the NHA Policy Team, made up of NHA 
staff, assesses all introduced legislative bills and identifies those bills of 
interest relevant to Nebraska’s hospitals. These are presented to the PDC, who 
determine which ones are priorities for the legislative session. The priorities are 
presented to the board, who similarly reject, adopt or amend and adopt them. 
The NHA Advocacy Team then represents the members accordingly, throughout 
the legislative process.

Policy	Development	Committee	Members

Michael T. Hansen, FACHE, CHAIR
President & Chief Executive Officer
Columbus Community Hospital, Columbus
mthansen@columbushosp.org

John K. Arch, FACHE
Director
Boys Town National Research Hospital and Clinics, Omaha
john.arch@boystown.org

Michael Burcham, Sr., MBA, RRT, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Thayer County Health Services, Hebron
mburcham@tchsne.org

Todd Consbruck, MHA
Executive Director, Physician Services
St. Francis Memorial Hospital, West Point
tconsbruck@fcswp.org 
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Policy	Development	Committee	Members	(cont.)
Bruce Cutright, SPHR
Vice President, Human Resources
Mary Lanning Healthcare, Hastings
bcutright@marylanning.org

Ronald J. Cork
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital, O’Neill
ron.cork@avera.org

Todd DeFreece
Campus Operations Leader
CHI Health, Omaha
todd.defreece@alegent.org 

Marty Fattig, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Nemaha County Hospital, Auburn
mfattig@nchnet.org

Daniel W. Griess, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance
dgriess@bbgh.org
 
Jim Hansel, PhD 
Chief Executive Officer
Regional West Garden County, Oshkosh
jimmie.hansel@rwmc.net

Chad Jurgens 
Chief Executive Officer
Jefferson Community Health Center, Fairbury
chad.jurgens@jchc.us

Harold L. Krueger, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer
Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services, Chadron
ceo@chadronhospital.com
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Policy	Development	Committee	Members	(cont.)
Ryan Larsen, FACHE 
Administrator
Community Medical Center, Falls City
rlarsen@cmcfc.org 

Victor N. Lee, FACHE
President & Chief Executive Officer
Boone County Health Center, Albion
vlee@boonecohealth.org

Fiona Libsack, MPA, APR
Vice President of Marketing
Great Plains Health, North Platte
libsackf@gphealth.com

Liz Lyons
Government Affairs Representative
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center, Omaha
llyons@childrensomaha.org

Leslie Marsh, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Lexington Regional Health Center, Lexington
lmarsh@lexrhc.org

Jeanne McClure
Government Affairs Administrator
CHI Health, Omaha
jeanne.mcclure@alegent.org

Dan McElligott, FACHE 
President
CHI Health St. Francis, Grand Island
dmcelligott@sfmc-gi.org

Kim Moore, ACHE 
President
CHI Health St. Elizabeth, Lincoln
kmoore@stez.org
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Policy	Development	Committee	Members	(cont.)

Mike Munro 
General Counsel
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, Lincoln
mmunro@madonna.org

Donald Naiberk 
Chief Executive Officer
Butler County Health Care Center, David City
don@bchccnet.org

Jenny Obermier, RN
Senior Vice President, Director of Nursing
York General Health Care Services, York
jenny.obermier@yorkgeneral.org

Jason Petik, ACHE 
Chief Executive Officer
Sidney Regional Medical Center, Sidney
jpetik@sidneyrmc.com

Roger Reamer, MBA
Chief Executive Officer
Memorial Health Care Systems, Seward
roger.reamer@mhcs.us

Laura Gamble, RN, BSN
Vice President of Clinical Services
Providence Medical Center, Wayne
lgamble@providencemedical.com

William T. Sugg 
Chief Executive Officer
Valley County Health System, Ord
wsugg@valleycountyhealthsystem.org

James P. Ulrich, Jr., FHFMA, ACHE
President & Chief Executive Officer
Community Hospital, McCook
julrich@chmccook.org
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Policy	Development	Committee	Members	(cont.)
Paul Utemark, IV 
Chief Executive Officer
Fillmore County Hospital, Geneva
putemark@myfch.org 
 
Manny Wolf 
Chief Executive Officer
Harlan County Health System, Alma
mwolf@harlancohealth.org 

John Woodrich, ACHE
President & Chief Operating Officer
Bryan Medical Center, Lincoln
john.woodrich@bryanhealth.org 

CAH ADVISORY COUNCIL
The NHA Critical Access Hospital (CAH) Advisory Council examines the hospital 
and health care issues affecting smaller hospitals throughout the state. The 
CAH Advisory Council primarily focuses on regulatory and policy issues, and 
challenges impacting Critical Access Hospitals in Nebraska. 

James Ulrich, FHFMA, ACHE, CHAIR
President & Chief Executive Officer
Community Hospital, McCook
julrich@chmccook.org

All meetings are open to all CAH CEOs to attend.
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PAC STEERING COMMITTEE
The mission of the NHA Political Action Committee (PAC) is to ensure 
champions of health care are elected in Nebraska and at the national level. 
The NHA PAC Steering Committee guides the activities of the PAC in providing 
a voice for Nebraska hospitals in state and federal policymaking. The NHA 
PAC Steering Committee is charged with providing guidance and support for 
the NHA’s PAC fundraising efforts and to identify candidates, regardless of 
political affiliation, whose philosophies, actions and voting records reflect an 
understanding and concern for hospital and health care issues. 

PAC	Steering	Committee	Members
Vic Lee, FACHE
President & Chief Executive Officer
Boone County Health Center, Albion
vlee@boonecohealth.org

Cindy Alloway
President
CHI Health Lakeside and CHI Health Midlands Hospitals, Omaha
cindy.alloway@alegent.org

David Burd, FHFMA
Vice President, Finance
Nebraska Hospital Association, Lincoln
dburd@nebraskahospitals.org

Michael Burcham, MBA, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Thayer County Health Services, Hebron
mburcham@tchsne.org 

Todd Consbruck, MHA
Executive Director, Physician Services
St. Francis Memorial Hospital, West Point
tconsbruck@fcswp.org

Ronald Cork
President & Chief Executive Officer
Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital, O’Neill
rcork@avera.org

Daniel Griess, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance
dgriess@bbgh.org
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PAC	Steering	Committee	Members
Jim Hansel, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
Regional West Garden County, Oshkosh
jimmie.hansel@rwmc.net

Ryan Larsen, FACHE
Administrator
Community Medical Center, Falls City
rlarsen@cmcfc.org

Liz Lyons
Government Affairs Representative
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center, Omaha
llyons@childrensomaha.org 

Leslie Marsh, ACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Lexington Regional Health Center, Lexington
lmarsh@lexrhc.org

Laura J. Redoutey, FACHE
President
Nebraska Hospital Association, Lincoln
lredoutey@nebraskahospitals.org

Michael Schnieders, MBA, FACHE
President 
CHI Health Good Samaritan, Kearney
mschnieders@catholichealth.net

Thomas Sommers, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer
Beatrice Community Hospital & Health Center, Beatrice
tsommers@bchhc.org

Shannon Sorensen, DPT
Chief Executive Officer
Brown County Hospital, Ainsworth
ceo@browncountyhospital.org

James Ulrich, FHFMA, ACHE
President/Chief Executive Officer
Community Hospital, McCook
julrich@chmccook.org
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Laura	J.	Redoutey,	FACHE
President
402/742-8142
lredoutey@nebraskahospitals.org

David	Burd,	FHFMA
Vice President, Finance
402/742-8144
dburd@nebraskahospitals.org

Kevin	Conway
Vice President, Health Information
402/742-8150
kconway@nebraskahospitals.org

Jon	Borton,	MS
Vice President, Educational Services
402/742-8147
jborton@nebraskahospitals.org

Heather	Bullock
Member Services & Events Manager
402/742-8148
hbullock@nebraskahospitals.org

Elisabeth	Hurst,	JD
Director of Advocacy
402/742-8153
ehurst@nebraskahospitals.org

Barb	Jablonski
Accounting Specialist
402/742-8163
bjablonski@nebraskahospitals.org

NHA Staff

Julie Fletcher
Executive Assistant
402/742-8141
jfletcher@nebraskahospitals.org
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Al Klaasmeyer
Vice president, Subsidiaries
402/742-8162
aklaasmeyer@nebraskahospitals.org

Kim	Larson 
Director of Marketing
402/742-8143
klarson@nebraskahospitals.org

Vicky	Pfeiffer
Administrative Assistant
402/742-8145
vpfeiffer@nebraskahospitals.org

Maria	Witkowicz,	MBA
Director of Accounting
402/742-8154
mwitkowicz@nebraskahospitals.org

Bruce	Rieker,	JD
Vice President, Advocacy
402/742-8146
brieker@nebraskahospitals.org

Monica	Seeland,	RHIA
Vice President, Quality Initiatives
402/742-8152
mseeland@nebraskahospitals.org

Cindy	Vossler
Director of Health Data
402/742-8165
cvossler@nebraskahospitals.org

Adrian	Sanchez
Director of Communications
402/742-8151
asanchez@nebraskahospitals.org

NHA Staff
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The NHA wants to connect with our members on a personal level. We offer 
opportunities for member involvement in the Association, and work to serve 
as a positive conduit to review issues and to network in a collegial and involved 
environment. 

There is continued interaction between NHA and key hospital management 
staff in addressing major state and federal legislative, regulatory and 
reimbursement issues.

Each spring, summer and fall, the NHA holds a meeting in each of the five 
districts to update the membership on what issues the NHA is engaging in on 
their behalf.  We	are	your	resource.	Contact	us	at	any	time.

The Influential voice

3255 Salt Creek Circle, Suite 100
Lincoln, NE 68504-4778
ph: 402/742-8140 | f: 402/742-8191
Laura J. Redoutey, FACHE, President 
nebraskahospitals.org

NHA	Subsidiaries
Bio-Electronics  ...............................................................................  402/742-8160
Bio-Electronics Website  ........................................................  bio-electronics.com
NHA Research & Educational Foundation  .....................................  402/742-8147
NHA Services, Inc.  ..........................................................................  402/742-8162
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Email	vpfeiffer@nebraskahospitals.org	to	subscribe 

• Newslink  
(reporting the latest Nebraska health care news) 

• The	Advocate  
   (updating you on Nebraska’s health care advocacy efforts)

• E-Bulletin  
(providing health care education opportunities)

• Emergency	Preparedness	News
    (keeping Nebraska up to date on disaster readiness)

Sign	up	for	our	e-newsletters

@NebHospitals

facebook.com/NEhospitals

youtube.com/nebhospitals

Follow	us	online

STAY Connected



3255 Salt Creek Circle, Suite 100
Lincoln, NE 68504-4778

Ph: 402/742-8140 | F: 402/742-8191
Laura J. Redoutey, FACHE, President 

nebraskahospitals.org


