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Nebraska Infant Mortality:

Nebraska IM Rate:  5.5 
per 1,000 live births

United States IM Rate:  5.4
Per 1,000 live births in 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/infant_mortality_rates/infant_mortality.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/infant_mortality_rates/infant_mortality.htm
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➢ Needs Assessment every 5 years

Infant Safe Sleep and Infant Abuse and Neglect priority

➢ Area of focus for MCASH and MIH Program

➢ Joined the National Infant Mortality Collaborative 
Improvement & Innovation Network   ”IM-CoIIN”

NE State Statute 71-2103

Survey of NE Hospitals

NE Safe Babies Campaign

Nebraska Infant Mortality Focus:
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Three components:

NE Safe Babies Campaign

Development:

Abusive Head Trauma / Shaken Babies 
Syndrome (AHT/SBS) Prevention

The Clinic Campaign

Safe Sleep
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A:  Alone

➢ Room share, and not bed share

➢ If baby feeds or is comforted in parents' bed, baby is placed back into crib 
for sleep

➢ Positional devises or prop are not proven to be effective and may be 
dangerous.

B:  Back

➢ Every time, every sleep

➢ Use Sleep clothing or sleep sack for warmth

➢ No blankets

C:  Crib

➢ Firm mattress that fits tightly, no gaps

➢ Tight fitting sheet

➢ No pillows, bumper pads, quilts, blankets, soft toys

Safe Sleep:
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The CRYing Plan
Babies Cry.  Sometimes 
they cry a lot. Don’t be 

caught off guard. 

A CRYing Plan is a 
predetermined plan that 
focuses on techniques 

and methods to deal with 
crying before they get 

frustrated.
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Stay Calm:  

Reasons a baby may cry:

➢ Dirty diaper or diaper rash

➢ Hungry

➢ May need to burp

➢ Too hot or too cold, clothing to tight

➢ Tired

➢ Sick or has a fever
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1. Sign a pledge

2. Incorporate infant safe sleep and AHT/SBS Prevention into a policy

3. Provide prevention education to clinic personnel and providers 
annually and submit an Education Plan

4. Educate parents with evidenced based prevention materials

5. Incorporate Safe Sleep, AHT/SBS, and The CRYing Plan into 
prenatal, post-partum and well baby visits for first year.

1. Champion step-by-step process

Clinic Champion Five Step Process:

https://dhhs.ne.gov/MCAH/MI-CC-Step-by-step-process.pdf
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Results:

2017 Report:  26 Babies 2019 Report: 16 Babies
(2016 Data) (2018 Data)

38%

SUID Deaths 
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Safe Sleep:

• 53 Champion 
Hospitals

• 5 Pledged Hospitals 

• 2 Iowa Hospitals

• 2 non-birthing 
Hospitals

Successes: 
As of 11-01-2020

Incorporated into 
other programs:

• NE-MIECHV
• Childcare 

Licensure
• Children and 

Family Services
• Sudden Infant 

Death Reporting 
Education and 
Report Form

Abusive Head 
Trauma/Shaken Baby 

Prevention:

• 41 Champion Hospitals
• 4 Pledged Hospitals
• 2 Iowa Hospitals
• 1 Non-birthing Hospital

Clinic Campaign:

• 5 Champion Clinics + one 
Local Health Department

• Many Clinics in process
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Office of Rural Health
Clinics and Local 

Health Departments 
that become a Clinic 

Champion by 
December 30, 2022, 

receive:

➢ Sleep Baby, Safe 
and Snug 

➢ Calm Baby 
Gently Board 
books.
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NE Maternal Infant Health Program

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Maternal-and-Infant-Health.aspx

NE Safe Babies Campaign 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Nebraska-Safe-Babies-Hospitals.aspx

Resources:  Brochures and DVD’s

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Pregnancy-Resources.aspx

Resources:

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Maternal-and-Infant-Health.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Nebraska-Safe-Babies-Hospitals.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Pregnancy-Resources.aspx
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Maternal Mortality

Prematurity 
Prevention 

Maternal Mortality 

Review 
Committee
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dhhs.ne.gov

@NEDHHS@NEDHHS NebraskaDHHS

Maternal Infant Health Program Manager

Jackie Moline BSN, RN, CLC

dhhs.ne.gov/MomAndBaby

Jackie.Moline@Nebraska.gov
402-471-0165

dhhs.ne.gov

