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NHA Leadership Institute begins 2017 Class XIV

LINCOLN, NEB. - The Nebraska Hospital Association Research & Educational Foundation (NHAREF) Leadership Institute
is excited to begin Class XIV. Surpassing the 300 mark of alumni, the Leadership Institute has proven to be inspiring,
invigorating, invaluable, innovative and effective. The Leadership Institute’s mission is to advance the effectiveness of
hospitals by providing a quality environment for professional development and support for health care leaders.

Each year, approximately 40 health care professionals from across Nebraska come together for a 10-month program
designed to instruct, inspire and invigorate. Participants in the NHA Leadership Institute improve their leadership
skills and enhance their effectiveness in the health care field while preserving the care and compassion critical to
quality health care delivery. Participants also establish peer-to-peer connections and lifelong bonds with classmates
and faculty.

Geared toward providing middle management and up-and-coming leaders within Nebraska’s hospitals with the
necessary skills to become exceptional leaders, this program has already proven to produce job advancement and
leadership successors. It is vital for current hospital leadership to develop the pipeline to ensure effective succession
planning while enhancing employees’ contributions to the organization.

The Leadership Institute is made of up comprehensive curriculum that combines core leadership competency working
sessions and multiple layers of applied practice in health care. Participants have expert faculty to guide them through
the program. Knowledgeable professors from Bellevue University are ready to steer participants toward professional
success and engage them on the pressing issues hospitals encounter. These experts are drawn from diverse
departments of the University including management, human services, leadership development, business
administration and health care administration.

2017 participants include:
Paula Aldana, MSN, RN, CDE Destiny Bader, RN, BSN

Manager Outpatient Services Outpatient Services Director
CHI Health St. Mary's, Nebraska City Saunders Medical Center, Wahoo
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Kathy Bourque
Patient Experience Coordinator
Great Plains Health, North Platte

Lisa Cerveny

Administrative Assistant - Nursing

Beatrice Community Hospital & Health Center,
Beatrice

Rebecca Cooke
Human Resources Director
Kearney County Health Services, Minden

Valerie Cooper
Laundry Supervisor
Community Hospital, McCook

Allison Crouse, LBSW, CSW

Social Worker/Case Management

Beatrice Community Hospital & Health Center,
Beatrice

Kay Demaree, AAS, BS

Senior Leadership Assistant

Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services,
Chadron

Tim Devlin, PT, DPT, SCS, CSCS
Physical Therapist, Co-Manager
The Rehab and Wellness Center
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance

Julie Fletcher
Executive Assistant
Nebraska Hospital Association, Lincoln

Danielle Frewing, BSN, RN
Director Occupational Health
Columbus Community Hospital, Columbus
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April George, LPN
QA Assistant/Employee Health Nurse
Fillmore County Hospital, Geneva

Kelly Gifford, RN
Patient Care Manager
Seward Family Medical Center, Seward

Jennifer Hirschfeld
Emergency Department Director
York General, York

Kati Jones

Integrated Health Service Coordinator & Compliance
Officer

Fillmore County Hospital, Geneva

Nicole Kraus, RN

House Supervisor

Beatrice Community Hospital & Health Center,
Beatrice

Ellen Krueger, CSW

Director of Human Resources

Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services,
Chadron

Brittany Kugler

Admissions Supervisor

Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services,
Chadron

Jessica Layton
Head Biller
Harlan County Health System, Alma

Jannine Liska, BSN, RN
Inpatient & ER Supervisor
Memorial Health Care Systems, Seward
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Barbara K. Long, RN, BSN
Home Health & Hospice Director
Community Hospital, McCook

Leigh Ann Miller
Admissions Supervisor
Community Hospital, McCook

Judy Mintzmyer
Clinic Receptionist
Harlan County Health System, Alma

Lindy Mosel, RN
Director of Nursing
Memorial Community Health, Aurora

Shane Norman, RN, BSN

Director of Dialysis

Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services,
Chadron

Cathy Norquest
Human Resources Director
York General, York

Karrie Otoupal, RN, BSN, OCN
Oncology & Infusion Services Director
York General, York

Kelli Peetz
Information Technology
Howard County Medical Center, St. Paul

Matt Pinneo, PharmD
Pharmacy Manager
Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance

Dani Ramsey, MAM
Human Resources Generalist
Kearney Regional Medical Center, Kearney
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Francesca Roberts, MT (ASCP)
Laboratory Manager

Chadron Community Hospital & Health
Services, Chadron

Derek Sailors
Network Analyst
Community Hospital, McCook

Marcy Shafer
Human Resources Coordinator
Valley County Health System, Ord

Kaitlyn Stabnow, BSN, RN CNOR

Clinical Nurse Manager, Surgery, Infusion, Cardiac
Rehab & Multi-Specialty Clinic

Box Butte General Hospital, Alliance

McKensie Stutzman, CST, BHA
Specialty Clinic & Outpatient Nursing Supervisor
Crete Area Medical Center, Crete

Sandy Summers

Revenue Cycle Director

Chadron Community Hospital & Health Services,
Chadron

Kyle Teel
Controller
Community Hospital, McCook

Rachel Thompson, MSN, RN
Director of Nursing
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, Omaha

Jessica Trutna, RN
Safety/Infection Prevention Manager
Saunders Medical Center, Wahoo
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Autumn Wegner, RT(R), (CT), RDMS Sarah Wolford
Director of Radiology Wellness & Community Outreach
Howard County Medical Center, St. Paul Coordinator

Community Hospital, McCook
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