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2024 state of play

Expected to be the most expensive in history –

$16.7 BILLION projected to be spent between 
presidential, Senate and House races combined.



People are in a bad mood

15 YEARS

of consecutive 
months saying 

country is off on 
the wrong track



Largely a referendum on Trump… to an extent

● Trump’s 
favorability 
ratings have 
not budged. 

● People love 
him or hate 
him



But… the issues are a fundamental GOP advantage 

Abortion

Immigration
Middle 

East
Economy



The third-party wild card

Trump got 46% in 
2016 and won.

He got 47% in 2020 
and lost.

The difference?
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A Closer Look at the Money



Money

Democrats 
raised more 

than $1 billion –
as of the end of 

August



Money

Harris has 
outraised Trump 

since she got 
into the race.



Ad spending

More than         
$2 billion spent

so far



Ad spending

Pennsylvania
has been THE 
focus of both 
campaigns.
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The Electoral Map



7 closely watched 
states

● Blue Wall
● Sun Belt



The polling averages – National

Harris gets 
in the race

The debate



Wisconsin

Harris gets 
in the race



Michigan

Harris gets 
in the race



Pennsylvania

Harris gets 
in the race



Arizona

Harris gets 
in the race



Nevada

Harris gets 
in the race



Georgia

Harris gets 
in the race



North Carolina

Harris gets 
in the race



The three most important states

There is no path for 
Harris without 
winning one of            
PA, GA or NC.

If Trump wins all 
three, he’s right at 

270.



Potential effect of Hurricane Helene

NC: 52% Trump-won counties

GA: 57% Trump-won counties
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Key demographics



Democrats generally 
need to be at about 

40% with white 
voters to win.

White voters are largest, but declining share of electorate



A shifting electorate

Country and 
electorate becoming                    

more educated
and                                 

more diverse.



Shift from 2016 to 2020



White, non-college eligible voter population

Half or more of 
eligible voting 
population in      

Blue Wall



Nonwhite eligible voter population

The Sun Belt states 
are far more 
diverse and 

changing quickly



Key demographics that explain the shift

Trump’s margins 
with WNC went 
down in every 
swing state 
except NC and 
PA.

Southern WNC
very different 
from others.



Key demographics that explain the shift

Latinos have gone up
as a share of the 
electorate in every 
swing state since 
2008.



Key demographics that explain the shift

Biden won 65% of 
Latinos in 2020, but 
that was actually 
slightly less than 
Hillary Clinton.



Key demographics that explain the shift

Trump cut into 
margins in swing 
states with them.



Key demographics that explain the shift

Trump won white 
voters with college 
degrees in 5 of 7
swing states in 
2016.

Biden won them in 6 
of 7 in 2020.



Women are key to Democrats’ chances

57% of women
voted for Biden in 
2020, the highest 

percentage in 
history.

That’s nearly           
47 million women, 

the most ever.
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The issues



Inflation, immigration, democracy top list of issues

What people 
rated as the most 
important issues 
facing the 
country.



Republicans:

● Immigration
● crime

Democrats:

● Abortion
● Trump’s 

character

Issue ad spending



Abortion has become a litmus test… for Democrats



Key demographics that explain the shift

AAPI voters could 
make a difference, 
especially in 
Nevada.



Key demographics that explain the shift

But even in Georgia…

Margin: 11,779

45,000 new AAPI voters

58% for Biden

7,000 vote margin just from 
NEW AAPI voters in Georgia.



Turnout is expected to be lower

Turnout in 2020 was 
highest since 1900.

Mail-in voting won’t be 
as widely available; 
some early voting 

windows have been 
curtailed



Harris advantage: 

● older voters 
● white college-

educated 

Harris challenge: 

● younger voters
● nonwhite voters

Trump:

● white, non-college 
opportunity & 
challenge

Which groups are most likely to vote?
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The race for Congress



Republicans need a 
net gain of 2 seats
for outright control 
of the Senate – or 1 
plus the White 
House.

Balance of power - Senate



2024 Senate races
Democrats 
● 23 defending

Republicans 
● 11 defending

9 D seats competitive 
to potentially 
competitive

2 R



Key Senate races D seats (9)
SOLID R: WV
LEAN R: MT
TOSS UP: OH
TOSS UP: MI
TOSS UP: WI
LEAN D: AZ
LEAN D: NV
LEAN D: PA
LIKELY D: MD

R seats (3)
LEAN R: TX
LIKELY R: FL
LIKELY R: NE



Balance of power - House

● Democrats need 
+4 to pick up 
House

● Estimates: 
+5R→+5 D

* 2 of the vacancies are solid D



Balance of power - House

SOURCE: Cook Political Report



Balance of power - House

SOURCE: Cook Political Report



Balance of power - House

SOURCE: Cook Political Report

69 of 435
or just 16%
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Role of health care
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The ACA’s popularity has grown

SOURCE: KFF Tracking poll

https://www.kff.org/interactive/kff-health-tracking-poll-the-publics-views-on-the-aca/#?response=Favorable&group=Party%2520ID::Democrat::Independent::Republican


The ACA’s popularity has grown



Positive views of Medicaid across parties



Two-thirds have a connection to Medicaid



Most say Medicaid is working well



Slim majority of Republicans see it as “welfare”



Support for expansion in non-expansion states

Two-thirds of 
people in non-

expansion states 
want their state to 

expand their 
Medicaid programs.

34%

66%



Health care playing vital role in campaign

$147 million in ads since March that focus on health 
care

● 115 different ads
● Abortion rights
● Price of insulin
● Access to birth control



Democrats focusing on women’s health care

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJfXy_8hjko


…but also Trump’s “concepts of a plan”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPk8d1jA34k


FACT CHECK:
Harris said this in 
2019 about 
“medically necessary” 
procedures. 

Her campaign now 
says, “This is not 
what she’s 
proposing; it’s not 
what she’s running 
on.”

Trump hitting Harris over gender-affirming care

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nps_41_VljI


Key dates

Sept. 16: Early voting begins (parts of Pennsylvania)
Nov. 5: ELECTION DAY
Dec. 17: Electors vote in states
Dec. 25: Electoral votes arrive in D.C.
Jan. 3: Archivist transfers certificates to Congress
Jan. 6: Congress counts electoral votes
Jan. 20: Inauguration
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